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Part II 

Share a scenario about lining up the clothes in number order. Create a clothes line in your classroom 

using string or ribbon. It works best if you tape the clothes line to a wall or the board (place 2 pieces 

of tape on the ends and then equally space 4 additional pieces in between.) Before the task, collect a 

laundry basket or small basket or box, print and cut the various clothes below with numbers on each 

item. As students draw an item out of the basket, have them place the item where they think it should 

go on the clothes line using a clothespin.  Students may have several turns to get all the numbers 0-50 

on the clothes line.   

As students place the items, ask questions like: Why did you decide to place the 7 there? What 

information did you use to place the 2 in that position/place? Do any of the clothing items need to be 

moved?  How do you know this?   

 

Draw students’ attention to the class number line. Ask students what they already know about the 

number line.  

• What number does our class number line begin with? (Make sure it is zero!) 

• How far up does the class number line count to? Could we keep going? Why do you think we can 

or cannot keep going? 

• Can there be numbers before or after what is displayed on the classroom number line? How about 

in between the numbers? 

• What do you notice about the spacing between the numbers?  

• How are the numbers sequenced on the number line?  

• Can someone show us where 15 lives? Who are 15’s neighbors? 

• Who can tell us one of 32’s neighbors? What number is not a neighbor of 32? Who is it a 

neighbor of? How did you figure that out? 

• Are all numbers included on the number line? How do you know? 

 

Part III – Line It Up 

Play the game “Line It Up”.  The teacher will use the clothes cards with the numbers for this game.  

Hand out one number card to 8 different students.  All the number cards must be there to create a 

sequential order, but they do not have to start with 0.   The students will line up facing the remaining 

students.  When the teacher says “GO”, the students must put themselves in order without talking.  

The remaining students at their seats will give a thumbs up if they are in the correct order or a thumbs 

down if they need to try again.  Once all students are giving a thumbs up the students may count the 

numbers to double check the order.  Repeat with a different set of numbers and students.  Example:  

The teacher passes out the following number cards: 16, 19, 15, 17, 18, 14, 20, 13.  As the students get 

the card they go to the front of the room.  The teacher says “GO”, and the students look at each 

other’s cards and put themselves in order without talking.  The students have put themselves in this 

order 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20.  The remaining students show thumbs up.  The class reads the 

order out loud and they are correct.   
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FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS 

 

• How can you represent the number _____using numerals, pictures, and words?  

• How can you place a group of numbers in the correct counting sequence? 

• Who lives next door to your number? 

• Now that you know your number’s neighbors can you show us which one comes before your 

number and which one comes after your number? How did you figure that out? Are these 

numbers more or less than your number? How do you know? 

• Can there be numbers before or after what is displayed on the classroom number line? How about 

in between the numbers? 

• What do you notice about the spacing between the numbers?  

• How are the numbers sequenced on the number line? 

 

DIFFERENTIATION 

 

Extension  

• Students can experiment with sequencing numbers from 0-100 or higher on a number line.  Use 

index cards or the blank clothes cards to students to add larger numbers.   

 

Intervention  

• Some students may need to use manipulatives to help count out objects before drawing the 

corresponding number of objects on their paper.  

• Provide a number line with the numerals 0-20 with several missing numbers.  Ask the students to 

determine which numbers are missing and how they know. 

Back to Intervention Table 

 

TECHNOLOGY CONNECTION 

 

Interactive Number Line: Students can use this number line in multiple ways – for computation, 

ordering numbers, and as an estimation tool.  https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/number-line/ 

  


